
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

Monitoring Revision 
Tallinn, Estonia, 23-24 April 2014  

 

MORE 9-2014 

 

 

 Page 1 of 4  
 

Document title Extracts from recent HELCOM meetings of relevance for MORE 

Code 2-1 Rev1 

Category INF 

Agenda Item 2 – Information by the Secretariat and Contracting Parties 

Submission date 14.4.2014 

Submitted by Secretariat 

Reference Document 1-2 Provisional Annotated Agenda  

 

Background 
The following HELCOM meetings relevant for HELCOM MORE took place since the 8th meeting: 
 

 HELCOM HOD 45/2014, Helsinki, Finland, 6-7 February 2014 

 LOAD 7/2014, Riga, Latvia, 12-14 March 2014 

 HELCOM GEAR 6/2014, Berlin, Germany, 26-27 March 2014 

 HELCOM MONAS 20/2014 Oslo, Norway, 8-10 April 2014 
 

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to consider the attached extracts from the outcomes of HELCOM meetings relevant 
for MORE.  

 

  



MORE 9-2014, 2-1      
 

 

Page 2 of 4 
 

Extracts from recent HELCOM meetings of relevance for MORE 
 

HELCOM HOD 45/2014, Helsinki, Finland, 6-7 February 2014 
Implementation of ecosystem approach 

 requested Latvia and Russia to nominate experts to HELCOM MORE and encouraged all Contracting 
Parties to attend the GEAR meetings. 

 

HELCOMLOAD 7/2014, Riga, Latvia, 12-14 March 2014 

- The Meeting discussed which year should be used when filling in the table in section E of the 
monitoring template, pointing out that the monitoring requirements vary depending on whether it is 
being carried out for annual PLC reporting or for the periodic assessment which compiles more detailed 
information. The Meeting agreed to focus on the year for which latest PLC data is available (2012). 

- The Meeting recognized that the frequency of monitoring might vary greatly between and within the 
countries and that it is not feasible at this stage to provide country-level information and therefore 
decided to focus on regionally reported data by providing a range of monitoring frequencies (based on 
actual reported frequencies to the PLC database as well as requirements laid out in agreed guidelines of 
HELCOM and the Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution, CLRTAP). 

- Concerning atmospheric inputs, the Meeting noted that the data used are modeled based on emissions 
and meteorological conditions and that even emission data are in many cases modeled rather than 
based on actual monitoring data. Although these input data are not based on “monitoring”, the 
Meeting agreed that the template should be based on the agreed guidelines for emission monitoring. 

- The Meeting discussed how to fill in the template and welcomed the agreement of Ms. Tuija Ruoho-
Airola and Ms. Semeena Valiyaveetil Shamsudheen to fill in the templates for sub-programmes on 
nutrient and contaminant inputs via the atmosphere and the agreement of Mr. Lars M. Svendsen and 
Mr. Pekka Kotilainen to fill in the templates for sub-programmes on nutrient and contaminant inputs 
via the waterborne sources. The Meeting requested that they forward the filled in templates to the 
Secretariat (minna.pyhala@helcom.fi) by 26 March 2014 so that they can be combined before 
forwarding to the meeting of HELCOM MORE 9-2014 which takes place 23-24 April 2014 in Tallinn, 
Estonia.  

- The Meeting invited the Secretariat to circulate the filled-in template to HELCOM LOAD contacts, 
together with a contact list of national MORE project contacts so that Contracting Parties can provide 
possible additional comments to the MORE 9-2014 meeting via their national contacts. 

-  Concerning possible future review of the templates after the MORE 9 meeting, the Meeting agreed 
that this could be done by the LOAD Core Group and via correspondence with the national LOAD 
contacts as needed. 

 

HELCOM GEAR 6/2014, Berlin, Germany, 26-27 March 2014 

- The Meeting took note the Progress report of MORE project for the revision of HELCOM monitoring 
programmes, as presented by the Secretariat (document 3-2) and endorsed the ongoing activities of 
the project. 

- The Meeting took note of the comment by Germany that the development of the Monitoring manual 
needs to be an iterative process sine monitoring programmes are in different stages of development 
and can therefore not be finalized at the same time, and that for the time being the key focus should be 
to review and publish information on existing HELCOM coordinated monitoring to the Monitoring 
Manual. 

- The Meeting took note of the information by the Secretariat that MORE, through the programme topic 
templates, is gathering information on already coordinated monitoring as well as monitoring required 
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to support core indicators for which monitoring might not yet be coordinated. The purpose of gathering 
the information is, in addition to produce the Monitoring Manual, to cater for the upcoming task of 
MORE to analyse and propose revised HELCOM coordinated monitoring programmes. The content of 
the Monitoring Manual will be discussed at the upcoming MORE meeting to be held on 23-24 April in 
Tallinn.  

- The Meeting took note of the comment by Finland that the information now collected by MORE will be 
on existing monitoring while the new monitoring programmes, adopted to support the MSFD, are not 
ready yet.  

- The Meeting was of the opinion that most of the information requested in the template could still be 
filled in and that supplementary information on monitoring can be submitted when the new monitoring 
programmes have been agreed. 

- The Meeting was of the opinion that the work of BALSAM should be reviewed with the view of better 
serving the need of the Contracting Parties. The Meeting agreed to ask the MORE project in 
cooperation with the BALSAM project steering group, to review the process and the overall approach 
and to make sure that resources will be used in the best way and to consider whether it could be 
possible to redirect the use of the resources within the BALSAM project.  

- The Meeting took note of the Roadmap of HELCOM activities on Ecosystem Approach (document 4-6), 
as presented by the Secretariat and discussed the planned activities on the HELCOM Roadmap and how 
to prioritize the future work, recalling that the activities outlined on the HELCOM Roadmap have been 
agreed by the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial meeting. The Meeting proposed to prioritize the following 
issues within the Roadmap, as regards timing of project implementation: 

2nd PRIORITY: 

- the ongoing PLUS-project developing and modernizing the Pollution Load database, being 

critical for the follow up the HELCOM nutrient load reduction scheme; 

- the MORE project to finalize the monitoring guidelines and update of the recommendation 
19/3 as outlined in the Roadmap; 

 

- The Meeting noted the comment that Germany has some concerns on the effectiveness of continuing 
the MORE project beyond 2014 and that the development of monitoring guidelines can be taken 
forward by experts. 

 

HELCOM MONAS 20/2014, Oslo, Norway, 8-10 April 2014 

 The Meeting discussed the monitoring templates for the different programme topics and noted that -
information is being gathered through the MORE, CORESET and BALSAM projects as well as existing 
HELCOM expert groups (FISH-PRO II, PEG, ZEN-QAI, LOAD and MORS EG), which have already contributed 
to filling in the monitoring templates.  

 The Meeting noted that the templates will be reviewed and discussed at the next MORE meeting (23--
24 April 2014 in Tallinn) and that during May gaps will be filled and the information will be improved if 
needed. The Meeting took note that before the manual is posted on line there is a need for a review 
process to approve of the content and supported the proposal that this should take place through an 
intersessional MONAS review process, from 2 June 20 June 2014.  

 The Meeting considered how to proceed with the task of the MORE project to review the regional -
coherence and adequacy of existing coordinated monitoring programmes, noting that this should be 
carried out in the second half of 2014.  

 The Meeting was of the opinion that at present a pragmatic solution would be to carry out a qualitative -
evaluation based on expert judgement and proposed that the MORE project should provide a backbone for 
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such analysis and describe obvious gaps in monitoring, e.g. in the monitoring network or lack of monitoring 
for some indicators, and report back to the next MONAS meeting. 

 The Meeting agreed that in few years, when Contracting Parties have further developed their indicators -
and revised national monitoring programmes have been implemented, a more detailed statistical analysis 
of the coherence and adequacy should be strived for. The Meeting was of the opinion that such analysis 
will require a separately funded project carried out by experts.  

 The Meeting welcomed the information that the PLC-6 project could review the monitoring templates -
on waterborne inputs in connection with the project group meeting to be held on 2-4 June 2014.  

 The Meeting noted that MORE also has the task to, if needed, propose revision to existing HELCOM -
monitoring programmes as well as propose new coordinated monitoring programmes for those elements 
that are still missing in HELCOM monitoring programmes. The Meeting recalled that the review of existing 
monitoring programmes should be carried out by MONAS and its expert groups i.e.  FISH-PRO II, ZEN-QAI, 
MORS EG, LOAD and PEG.   

 The Meeting was of the opinion that the existing sub-programmes for hydrochemistry and hydrography -
should also be reviewed and that this could be done by EUTRO-OPER. The Meeting further noted that the 
BALSAM project will propose coordinated monitoring programmes for seals, birds, benthic fauna and non-
indigenous species. The Meeting also noted that for hazardous substances there is a lack of expertise to 
support the activities of MORE. 

 The Meeting also noted the comment from ICES that ICES expert groups could provide expert -
input/review of work done within MORE on existing monitoring strategies. 

 The Meeting considered the progress with the Baltic Sea Pilot Project: Testing new concepts for -
integrated environmental monitoring of the Baltic Sea (BALSAM) as contained in document 4-1. The 
Meeting noted that the project is focusing on parameters that are not yet covered by coordinated HELCOM 
monitoring. The Meeting further noted that at the next meeting of MORE the continued coordination 
between the two project activities will be discussed in detail. The next meeting of the BALSAM project will 
be held on 7-8 May 2014 in Tallinn, Estonia back-to-back with a MARMONI project workshop.  

 

 

 


